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1. RESEARCH QUESTION: 7. RESULTS: POLITICAL AND GEOGRAFICAL EMBEDDEDNESS A) LIVING LAB CONSORTIUM
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Can local energy cooperatives accelerate a just and
effective pathway toward climate neutrality in Belgium?

2. WHY THIS MATTERS:

e Belgium needs to achieve climate neutrality while ensuring social

justice Project restrictions anq fluxsy  »=wito
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* Energy cooperatives democratize energy governance uUncertainty
* Living Lab Muide-Meulestede tests innovative local solutions @
e Critical insights for Belgian climate policy Legal and politicg It
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 Living Lab is an EU-subsidized experimental project aimed at a Le
gal embeddedness
Cultural ang

fossil-free neighborhood with collective energy measures. behavioural challen
ges

* Neighborhood energy cooperative as a local citizen initiative,
emphasizing energy citizenship, prosumerism and democratic (24
governance.

4. ANALYTICAL APPROACH:

A) Strategic Niche Management (SNM):
* Internal processes: expectations, learning, networking 8. RESULTS: CROSS-CASE COMPARISSON

e  External processes: shielding, nurturing, empowerment

*  Niche-regime interactions: Legislative Ownership structure
B) Nancy Fraser's Justice Dimensions: embeddedness and and housing

Distributive justice: Fair distribution of benefits subsidy schemes typology
*  Procedural justice: Inclusive decision-making

o Recognition justice: Acknowledgment of all stakeholders p . ; .
Netherlands: BoTu:

. More homogeneous
Subsidy scheme for :
5. METHODOLOGY Cooperative Energy housing stock and

: central steering by
\ Generation (SCE) ) N housing corporations}

A) Research Design:

 (Qualitative case study approach

* Living Lab Muide-Meulestede (Ghent) f h (M ide-Meulested A
uide-Meulestede:

Fragmented
ownership and
infrastructure variation
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e 6 semi-structured interviews with consortium actors Flanders:

No comparable
subsidy

* Document analysis & policy triangulation

 Comparative analysis with BoTu (Netherlands)

B) Interviewed Actors:
City of Ghent, Architecture Workroom Brussels, Energent cooperative,

SAAMO, UGent, local-residents. 9: RESULTS: DIMENSIONS OF JUSTICE AND ITS BARRIERS INSIDE CASE

- Explicitly recognizes the problem of energy

6. RESULTS: LEARNING CAPABILITIES WITHIN CONSORTIUM Recognitional justice poverty

- Aims for a just energy transition
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Moreover, there is a risk that new pilots in Flanders will also B
stagnate
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